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David McNeill, Centre graduate from 
the Class of 1953, has built his life 
and career around helping others, 
particularly young people, make their 
way in life. 

As a doctor, David mended the sick. As a 
medical professor, he mentored aspiring 
young doctors to be true healers. As a 
donor to Centre, he strives to make an 
impact on the lives of students. David 
gives of himself and enriches others.
 Because he is so intentional about his 
giving, he gave considerable thought to 
how to best structure a significant gift in 
2015. With certificates of deposit about 
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to mature in the fall of 2015, David knew 
these were good assets to use for a gift to 
Centre. After discussions with Centre’s 
planned giving officers, he decided 
to create a two-part blended gift: one 
portion of his gift funded an immediate 
charitable gift annuity, paying him a 
quarterly income, and the other portion 
created a named scholarship fund, where 
the funds could be put to use right away 
helping students.

Leading by Example
The David Lee McNeill, M.D. and 
Virginia Howard McNeill, R.D. 
Scholarship fund was created to inspire 
students to lead lives of service to others. 
In particular, he wants to encourage and 
enable students to pursue careers in the 
health professions, especially medicine 
and nutrition. Both were dedicated to 
improving the lives of others, David as 
an ophthalmologist and medical school 
professor, and his late wife, Virginia, as a 
registered dietitian.
 Originally from Waco, Texas, David 
obtained his liberal arts education at 
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David McNeill, Class 
of 1953, created a 
blended gift to help 

Centre College students 
now and in the future.
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The David Lee McNeill, M.D. and 
Virginia Howard McNeill, R.D. 
Scholarship fund was created to inspire 
students to lead lives of service to 
others. Scholarship recipient Caroline 
Pellegrino, right, Centre Class of 2018, 
completed an internship with the Center 
for Courageous Kids through her 
McNeill Scholarship support.
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Centre with enough science credits to be accepted to all three 
medical schools that he applied to. His father was an ordained 
Presbyterian minister who supported himself through high 
school and seminary, and David himself was supported 
through Centre by his uncles, which allowed him to graduate 
debt-free. Though he has worked hard to get where he has, 
David hasn’t forgotten how other people invested in him, too. 

After attending medical school at Baylor University, he 
served as a USAF flight surgeon at the Flight Test Center 
at Edwards Air Force Base in California, held a private 
practice in ophthalmology for 35 years, and volunteered as 
an instructor at Tulane Medical School. In his 50 years as 
a medical practitioner, he was recognized for excellence by 
the Louisiana State Legislature, the New Orleans mayor, 

an Algiers council member, Tulane Medical School and the American Board 
of Ophthalmology. David has been known as a teacher, mentor and overall 
inspiration to those seeking to practice medicine.
 Dr. McNeill believes that giving includes material, spiritual, physical, emotional 
and mental health support. Through his gifts of time, financial assets and 
encouragement, he has made a wide impact on others.

Contact Jamey Leahey ’92 at (859) 238-5224 for more information about 
making a gift that will make an impact on students and secure Centre’s future.
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MIX AND MATCH  
YOUR GIVING

There are multiple ways for you to create a meaningful 
impact at Centre College. Learn how to customize a 
gift to us today with one in the future in our new guide, 
Mix It Up: Combine Your Giving. Simply return the 
enclosed survey to learn more.

MIX IT UP: COMBINE YOUR GIVING
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Caroline Pellegrino, left, Centre Class of 
2018, was able to intern with the Center 
for Courageous Kids with support from  
the McNeill Scholarship. This experience 
will help her plan a career as a 
physician’s assistant.
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How do you know if 
including a gift in your 
will is right for you? 

If you answer “yes” to any 
of the statements below, 
you’re ready to write Centre 
College into your life’s story 
through your will.

  You want the opportunity 
to guide decisions about 
the future ownership of 
your possessions and the 
legacy you leave behind. 

  You want to make sure 
your support of our 
educational excellence  
is still available after 
your lifetime.

  You want to balance your 
generosity to us with an 
assurance that loved ones 
are taken care of first.

  You want the flexibility to 
change your mind about 
your gift at any time. 

Securing the future of those we serve really is as simple as one sentence. By 
including a gift to Centre in your will, you can support our mission to prepare 
students for lives of learning, leadership and service tomorrow without giving away 
any of your assets today. 

PUT IT IN WRITING
If you are ready to include a gift to Centre College 
in your will, ask your attorney to add this suggested 
wording to your will:

I give to Centre College, Danville, Kentucky, (the sum of $_______ 
or _______ percent of the rest, residue and remainder of my estate) 
for its general purposes.

Including the College in your will is a popular gift to give because it is:

1  Affordable. The actual giving of your gift occurs after your lifetime, so your 
current income is not affected. 

2  Flexible. Until your will goes into effect, you are free to alter your plans or change 
your mind.

3  Versatile. You can give a specific item, a set amount of money or a percentage of 
your estate. You can also make your gift contingent upon certain events.

Every gift begins with an important question: How can I make a 
difference in the lives of others? If you have any questions about leaving 
a gift in your will to Centre College, please contact Jamey Leahey ’92 at 
(859) 238-5224. We are happy to show you how your gift can make a 
difference in the lives of our students.

What if all you had to do to ensure that Centre College can help students for 
years to come is to write a simple sentence? Sound impossible? 

How One Sentence Can Change a Life 
REMEMBER US IN YOUR WILL OR LIVING TRUST

QUIZ
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Q&A: Is a  

Charitable Gift 
Annuity Right  

For You?
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plannedgiving.centre.edu

Jamey Leahey ’92 
Vice President for Legal Affairs  
and Gift Planning
leahey@centre.edu

©  Centre College and The Stelter Company. 
The information in this publication is 
not intended as legal or tax advice. For 
such advice, please consult an attorney or 
tax advisor. Figures cited in examples are 
for hypothetical purposes only and are 
subject to change. References to estate and 
income taxes include federal taxes only. 
State income/estate taxes or state law may 
impact your results.
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Transform 
Your 

Generosity
1

VISIT plannedgiving.centre.edu 

to explore your many options 

for supporting Centre College.

2

RETURN the enclosed  

survey to request the 

complimentary guide Mix It 

Up: Combine Your Giving.

3

CONTACT us so we can 

discuss how a future gift to the 

College can work for you. 

Contact Jamey Leahey ’92  
at (859) 238-5224 for more 
information about making a 
gift that will make an impact 
on students and secure 
Centre’s future.

In less time than it takes to brew a pot of coffee, you can make a lasting 
impact at Centre College. 

One of the easiest gifts you can make is to name Centre College as a beneficiary 
of one of your assets, such as your retirement plan or life insurance policy. This is 
a popular gift to give because you can set it up by yourself. There’s no need to use 
the services of an attorney or financial advisor to put your gift in place. 

Simple Steps to Follow 
1  Contact your retirement plan administrator or life insurance company and 

request a change-of-beneficiary form or simply download online. 

2  Decide what percentage of the account you wish to give to the College and 
name us, along with the stated percentage, on the form.

3  Sign and return the form to your plan administrator or insurance company.

4  Tell us about your gift! It would be our honor to thank you for your support. 
Plus, your generosity can inspire others to follow your example.

KEY BENEFIT: Beneficiary designations offer built-in peace of 
mind. Your current budget isn’t affected because you make the gift 
after your lifetime, and you can change your mind at any time. 

YOUR SUPPORT MATTERS
No matter the size, your gift makes a meaningful difference at Centre and 
to our students. Contact Jamey Leahey ’92 at (859) 238-5224 to learn 
more about giving a gift that doesn’t cost you anything today. If you’ve 
already made a gift, please let us know so we can thank you for your 
generosity and ensure that your gift is used exactly as you intend.

Leave a Legacy in 5 Minutes


